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Message from Mrs Murphy (Headteacher)

Dear Parent / Guardian,

This document is no substitute for talking to people, however, I do hope you like the way we have presented the guide to the Year 10 and 11 curriculum.

This is an important time for Year 9 students, and their parents/guardians, to be considering choices of courses over the next two years.  In order to help in making decisions and to find out about our curriculum framework, a Year 10 Awareness Meeting for parents will be held on Wednesday 18th January 2012.  We will be able to explain the changing nature of the content and demands of GCSE and other courses.  
We are very proud of our achievements at Burnside, including an impressive trend in key stage 4 results.  In August 2011 our results for Year 11 students met the school targets which we had agreed with the Local Education Authority.  One important feature of our success is that Burnside has an inclusive curriculum which matches the interests and needs of all students.

This booklet has been designed to give parents and students as much help and information to allow the right decision to be made in subjects where there is a choice.  A lot of time and care will be taken with your son / daughter discussing opportunities for Year 10.  Please be assured that we will do our very best to provide appropriate support at this important time.

Mrs M Murphy

Headteacher
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Message from Mr Thrall (Head of Year 9)
Dear Students,

I am immensely proud to have been able to work with you this year and watch the progress that you have made as you approach the end of year 9 and indeed Key Stage 3.  You are now reaching the first point in your lives where you have the opportunity to take control of your timetable for next year and shape your education.

The decisions that you make over the coming weeks will influence your lives in the future and should be considered very carefully.  You will have the option to take subjects that you may not have studied before or specialise into areas that you have enjoyed in Key Stage 3.  It is essential that you carefully think about all the options that are available to you.

It may be the case that you have not given any consideration to the subjects you will study in years 10 and 11, it is imperative that you take your time and make the right choice for you.  Every student will have the opportunity to discuss their options during an interview with staff at school, you should also make sure that you talk to your current subject teachers, form tutors and myself to ask for advice with regards to individual course specifications.  I look forward to working with you as you begin the journey towards future success.

N J Thrall

Introduction
This guide for parents gives an introduction to KS4 Level 2 courses offered at Burnside Business & Enterprise College.  It is intended to complement the guidance for pupils, which your son or daughter has already been given.

It is important that pupils follow a curriculum which is both broad and balanced.  Many will choose a business related course to follow, a language, one of the humanities and a practical subject as part of their options, although this may not be a suitable choice for all pupils. This ensures the widest possible range of opportunities for subsequent Advanced Level studies and career decisions which will be made by students in the future. 
Our general advice, however, is for pupils to select subjects for which they show an aptitude and which they enjoy.

The selection of a sensible and balanced range of optional subjects is a matter which will take pupils, their parents/guardians and teachers a number of weeks to finalise. Every effort is made to accommodate each pupil’s choices.   We do our very best to satisfy everyone’s demands but in the end there may be a few pupils who are not able to take every single subject which they first choose. 
Furthermore, if there is a very small demand for a particular subject it may not be possible to run it.
Some other useful information
Coursework/Controlled Assessment is a key element in many GCSE specifications. These are specific assignments, which pupils complete during the two years of the course, and the marks for their coursework contribute towards the final results. The importance of the coursework element varies from subject to subject and it will now often be undertaken as ‘controlled assessments’ in lessons.

‘Tiers of entry’ is a term used in relation to exams.  Some subjects have papers with two tiers of difficulty.  Where there is a Higher Tier, the papers will be quite challenging and the top grade achievable is A*. Foundation Tier has more direct questions but allows pupils still to gain a Grade C if they do well in the examinations.  Decisions on entry tiers are generally not made until Year 11.
English Baccalaureate is an award gained by students opting to complete a range of subjects which must include Maths, English, Science a MFL and either Geography or History.  Remaining subjects can be chosen from any other curriculum area offered.

GCSE Study + is a newly introduced option for this year which certain identified, specific students will be advised to select.  Instead of picking a final subject to study, students selecting this option will pick 1 option less, instead using the 3 timetabled periods as an opportunity to focus upon working at making progress on and completing the other courses which they have opted to select.  In effect it is additional time to allow more focus on fewer option choices and will greatly benefit certain individuals. 

Some useful tips about making the right choices…

Is that really a sensible option?
1. Don’t choose a subject because a friend has chosen it. You may not be in the same group in Year    

    10.

2. Don’t choose a subject because you like the teacher. They may not be teaching it next year!

3. Don’t choose without care and thought.  It will be very difficult for you to change your mind in  

    Year 10.

4. Don’t choose a subject because you think it may be ‘easy’.  Year 10 is all about hard work in 
    preparation for on-going and future GCSE and Vocational assessment and coursework/controlled 
   assessment.

5. Don’t ignore a subject that may be new to you. Find out about it by speaking to teaching staff.

That’s a really sensible option!
1. Ask yourself “How do you best like to learn?”, e.g. do I prefer more practical subjects?  This may 
    help you to decide your options.

2. Ask yourself “What are my strongest subjects?”

3. Think what kind of career you may like to follow and find out which subjects will be best to 
    support this?

4. Look at new choices and think what might interest you in relation to your own skills and qualities.

Introduction to the Pathways
All Year 10 students follow one of the four pathways. These are:

Pathway A 
Mostly academic style subjects, assessed through examinations, enabling students to follow an entitlement to meeting the requirements of the English Baccalaureate.

Pathway B 
A traditional academic route, assessed through examinations and offering students a range of subjects across areas.
Pathway C 
A combination of both academic and vocational options.

Pathway 3 
Mainly vocational subjects, and in addition, a package tailored to best prepare learners for employment, training or further education.

We will suggest a possible Pathway for you to take based on what we know of your preferred learning style, previous results and areas of career interest. 
What will my timetable look like?

Core Subjects

These are the courses which will appear on every pupil's timetable in Year 10 :-
English, Maths and Science are core subjects which everyone has to take.

In Year 10 it is very important for all students to work really hard in these to achieve their own personal goals and subject targets.
In these subjects, students will be placed in sets according to their ability, and will lead to either the General Certificate of Secondary Education [G.C.S.E.], BTEC qualification or to the Entry Level Certificate.
Every pupil will also receive lessons in the following:-

Religious Education, Information Technology and Physical Education.

Pupils will follow G.C.S.E. / Entry Level short courses in Religious Education and Information Technology, and be assessed according to the standards appropriate to the subject level.

PE is a subject which students must access as a national government requirement and ensures students are given the opportunity to increase health and fitness.

Every pupil will receive lessons in the following:
LaMS (Leadership & Management Skills/Personal, Social and Moral education) one period per week.
Your year 9 options

There are some important choices to make. While you have to do certain important subjects like maths, English and science, you can decide what you want to choose for much of your time in school.


Could you use some extra help?

We will be at target setting days and open evenings throughout the year for young people and parents.  We will also be coming into year 9 classes to help with your choices.  

You can also make an appointment for one to one advice either in school, or at one of our Connexions centres.

Want to get in touch?

In Burnside, the Connexions Personal Advisers are :-
James Carr    

james.carr@northtyneside.gov.uk
Helen Heslop 

helen.heslop@northtyneside.gov.uk
Tina Adams

tina.adams@northtyneside.gov.uk
You can

· Email us at addresses above, or on the school email system
· Catch us in the LRC during Wednesday, Thursday and Friday morning breaks 
· Via phone (0191) 287 8618 
Useful websites

Info on careers, training, and qualifications needed.www.connexions-direct.com/jobs4u
Our website, including apprenticeship vacancies.

www.connexions-tw.co.uk
Thinking ahead to the Sixth Form…

For the first time in your school career you have the ability to choose some of the subjects you will study for the next two years. It is VITAL that you make the right decision for you. This choice must be an informed one– read the information enclosed in this option booklet, speak to the staff of the subjects you are interested in continuing into Year 10 and 11, and research in full the qualifications required for any future career paths you may wish to follow. This will allow you to select the right course of study for you.

Making the right options now will help you to maximise your potential by achieving the best possible results at Key Stage Four. This in turn will give you greater flexibility and choice when it comes to choosing your Post 16 options, allowing you to tailor your post 16 education to your individual needs. I am more than happy to speak to any Year 9 who wishes to seek further advice on their Key Stage 4 Option choices.

I truly believe that the Sixth Form at Burnside will be the correct place for you to continue your Post 16 education. As a Business and Enterprise College with a large Sixth Form, we are fortunate to be able to offer you an extremely rich, diverse and varied programme of study. This flexibility means we are able to meet your individual needs by ‘mixing and matching’ courses – a fact we take great pride in. 

The Sixth Form is the culmination of a student’s life in secondary school and we aim to develop the qualities of honesty, consideration for others, awareness of the wider community, and independent learning. Our results are second to none and continue to improve year on year. Many of our Year 13’s progress to university but we also ensure our students have the support to allow them to progress to their chosen job. I hope that you will choose to stay on with us at Burnside Sixth Form to help us to continue our record of success. 

I look forward to seeing you in Burnside Sixth Form! 
Mr N. McCudden

Head of Sixth Form


Want to get in touch with Connexions Post-16?

In Burnside, the Connexions Personal Adviser is :-
Tina Adams    

tina.adams@northtyneside.gov.uk
Important dates and next steps
Everyone will get the chance to discuss their choices on Year 9 Option selection evening on Wednesday January 18th 2012.
Curriculum Leaders and Mr Thrall/Mrs Hudson (Heads of Year) will be available to support in decision making.

Students should consult with subject teachers for advice if they are thinking of choosing their subject.

All students are able to attend a meeting with Connexions staff.

NOTE: This prospectus can also be accessed via the Burnside Business & Enterprise College website.
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Hints and tips


Are you well organised, and enjoy course work? Do you want to spend time concentrating on a particular area? In which case OCRs or the First Diploma, which are 100% coursework, may suit you.


If you want to study a wide range of different subjects, GCSEs let you do this.


Doing a practical subject (such as hair dressing) at school is not essential if you want an apprenticeship in the same area at 16.


In most cases, you can start subjects from scratch in 6th form / college, however, some need the GCSE before you can take the A level, e.g. foreign languages.


Some subjects can help with general skills – you may not want to be an actor, but performing arts can help with confidence.


Whatever you choose, make sure you will do well in, and enjoy, your courses!
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