GCSE Geography
	Course description

	The GCSE course comprises of three elements: Physical Geography which includes topics such as Restless Earth, Water on the Land and The Coastal Zone. Human Geography which includes topics such as Globalisation, The Development Gap and Changing Urban Environments. There is also a geographical investigation which includes an element of fieldwork.

	Course Level
	GCSE

	Course Qualifications required

	Students with an enthusiasm for the natural environment, being outdoors and an interest in up to date technology and issues will suit this course. No specific course requirements are in place.

	Examinations

	Unit 1 – Physical Geography (1hr 30min written exam, 37.5%)
Unit 2 – Human Geography (1hr 30min written exam, 37.5%)
Unit 3 – Local Fieldwork Investigation (controlled assessment, 25%)

	Coursework

	Local fieldwork investigation worth 25% of final grade

	Assessment

	Ongoing assessments throughout course based on exemplar exam questions and mark schemes to provide informed target setting.

	Further and Higher Education progression

	Students can progress to AS/A2 Geography and there is also a link to vocational subjects for example Travel and Tourism.

At degree level students can study Human and Physical Geography and a range of other related courses for example Environmental Studies.

	Careers

	People with a background in Geography end up in a wide variety of careers such as Environmental Management, Conservation, Forestry and Agricultural Management, Town Planning, the Media, Weather and Meteorological work, Development and Business and Surveying.

	Skills and attributes required for entry

	Interest in natural environment, good decision making, problem solving and communication skills.

Students should be aware that extended writing plays an important role in this course.

	For further information see:
	Mrs Doherty/Mr Heron.


